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the leaves arranged radially around the stem. In most species the
stems are more or less prostrate, and the leaves are in four rows
(Fig. 896). In such cases the leaves of the two upper rows are much
smaller than those of the two lower rows. Most of the species of
Selaginella are tropical, particularly the showy ones, and some of

Fie. 898.  Sporangia and spores of Selaginella

A, megasporophyl! with rnegasporangium con-
taining four megaspores (x 15); B, mkirosporo-
phyll (x 15); C, megoapore (X 75); D, micro-
spore (x 75)

FIG. 899. Longitudinal sec-
tion through microsporan-
gium and base of micro-
sporopbyll of Selaginella
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lt ligufe. (After Lyon)

these are cultivated for ornamental purposes. In many species
there is a long creeping stem from which erect branches grow.
Often a side branch produces a system of branches of limited
growth which simulates the appearance of a fern frond (Fig, 895).
, JLigule. Near the base of the leaf there projects from the upper
surface a small appendage known as a liguie. This is said to absorb
water. In sporophylls the ligule lies between the sporangium and
the blade of the leaf (Fig. 899). Ligutes are very characteristic of
fossil lycopods.